
WHY IS THE SW]SS ROAD TO PEACE RESEARCH SO TORTUOUS?

Bv Johan Galtunq

The Internat ional  Peace Research Associat ion ( lPRA) has just
concfuded i ts tenth biannua-L conference; the twent ieth anniversary
of IPRA and the Stockholm Internat ional  Peace Research Tnst i tute
(SIPRI) as wel l  as the 25th anniversary of  the Internat ional  Peace
Research Inst i tute,  Oslo (PRTO) are coming up next year.  Tn short- ,
the f ie ld is somehow coming of  age -  at  the IPRA conference in
August i9B3 there were even three papers on the history of  peace
research. Like for  any discipl ine or research community,  one may
certainly voice doubt and cr i t ic ism about the qual i ty of  the work.
But there can be no doubt that  there is such a commu^nity,  even of
considerable s ize:  the order of  maqnitude beinq 10'  rather than
.  ^?I0 ' ,  wi th a high product iv i ty,  explor ing anvthinq related to the
condi t ions for  reducinq larqe scale v io lence. Moreover,  the f ie ld
is unmistakabLy transnat ional  and transdiscipl- jnarv,  br i  nging
together,  of ten inside one person, the approaches of  severaf
discipl ines and the perspect ives of  var ious nat ions.  And l ike the
vast research f ie ld of  medicine, i t  is  unashamedly commit Ied:
peace is preferred to war and violence; l ike heal th is preferred
to disease and decease.

fn al l  of  th is Switzer land is missing: almost al l  other European
ccuntr ies show up, as authors,  ds part lc ipants;  not  the Swr-ss.  And
this in spi te of  (or  because of)  the fact  that  we can scon
celebrate the 20th anniversary of  an ef for t  by the par l iamentar ian
l . {ax Arnold to establ ish a Swlss peace research inst i tute, '  and the
third anniversary of  the founding ceremony of  the Geneva
Internat ional  Peace Research Inst l tute (GIPRI) on Armist ice Day,
i1 November 1980, is just  coming up. So, where is the problem,
what is holding i t  up? In spi te of  the fact  that  excel lent  people
l ike Adr ian Preiswerk dedicated so much of  their  t ime and energy
to the enterpr ise? Dif f icul t  to te l l - ,  but  some inslghts may
nerhanq l^rc nl^+ - . i  ^^r  1^, ,  ^^,nna r i  no wi  f  h n^ -  ^^ -  -^h rn anotherlJErrroIJJ rrg ur,Lct l - l lcLr |Jy \ - \ r . lLryq!r11v waurr PUouu r  u>cdrul

smal l  European country,  roughly of  the same sj  ze,  Norway. Being
mrrqol f  :  r r r r f r r  i -n el I  nf  . l_hic m\/  ohier- t i r r iJ-rr  m:\ . /  nprhenq l rer rLy rvrr  q vs L ul  Lv _y yv

doubted, but let  me try,  nonetheless -  having a fa i r  amount of
exoer ience also wi th the Swiss scene.

I f  I  should t ry to character ize the Norwegian si tuat ion back in
the mid-1950s, when the f i rst  ideas about peace research in Norway
started taking shape, I  th ink would focus on the fol lowing
f ar- t  ors -  nnt  necessa r i  I  v i  n orr^ lor  nf  s i  crqi f  icance:rqvLvlJt  l fvL rsLtLf  

"-Y'

t1 l  The ideological  confusjon created by the t ransi t ion f rom a
foreign poJicy doctr ine of  neutral i ty (s ince 1814) to a doctr ine
nf mamLrorql-r in in a very powerful  a l l - iance, NATO.



I

12l The exper ience of  the occupat ion,  and the concomitant
quest ion:  how to react t .o avoid or lo f iqht  an occupat ion.
f? l  Tho nnaninn ta fha urnr l r l  qnniatrr  fhrnrrrrh :ct i r ra I iN]  maml-rorehin
I  J J Lrru vvurrr l rv LV L|u revr !v rvvlvu y rrrvrrwu

and technlcal  assistance, to Kerafa ( India) already from L952.

I4l  A orr i  te sf  rnnn qor- ia ' l  sc ience tradiL jon- r :harar: l -er izocl  hnth l r rz
hoi  nn omn. i  r ' i  r - ; - r  -^^ ! - . ,  } -^. i  h^ + i  n^ r_ a ^hi  I  r )q.)nhrr  ono name has tovs!rrv gl i ly l  Lruor olru py vs Lr ry uJ sv Lv yrrrrvJUvlry .  vrrs

be ment ioned in that  part icular connect ion:  Arne Naess,
phi losopher (UnjversiLy of  OsIo),  wi th very respectable work in
empir icaf  social  science (semanLics) and phi losophy of  science, in
addi t ion a pioneer in gandhian sbudies, '  drd a part ic ipanl  in non-
mi I  i  f  : r r r  raq' i  ct- .n-a r l r r r i  nn +l-^ ^ ' ts;  ^-. - - - -JLdIIC-e (- lurr l ]9 Ll le uuuuPdLrul . l  .

I t  should be noted that the f i rst  point  does not refer to any
narf i r - r r ler  sFr-rrr i t rz ideoloorr-  hrr l  to a f ransi f ion nhase. f  wou- ldv' ."
agree with of f ic ia l  Norwegian ideology on this poinL: 9 Apr i I
1940, the German invasion, was a shock, not only pol i t ical ly,  but
also intel lectual ly.  I  do not th ink the Norwegians fel t  that
safety der ived from the complexi t ies of  a doctr ine of  neutral i ty
so much as f  rom bei-ng per iphera L in Europe, being outside the
cauldron down there in the center wi th evi l  forces compet ing for
the nosi f ions rrn 1-crn f l r r i r - ]onf l rz we were ei ther more rnnortant in

-"v.
t .he st . rategic game than we bel ieved (as evidence by the number of
foroion armies rr ' l  t imef elrr  f  i r rhf  inrr  in r- , r r r  I  inrr  l . rnei  )  or  the worfdlv lufYrr  q l r r r rvJ urulrr(quurJ furrvr ,

had simply shrunk so much that even Norway was wlthin reach of
German and French troops or -  most probabLy -  both.  There was
qompf hi  nrr  r r i  rcr in i  n l_ he : l -  f  i f  r rdo r l r  nerh:nq r . r f  her q.rhar l^ :6 r  : 'cr \ -
JvILtuuII f  I rY v f  lYr l r  uuvvt  v!  !  JUTLIU .  ur  

-y

innocent.  From def in ing the country as unattract ive to others
there is now (1983) no l imi t  to how important and at t ract ive i t  is
considered to be -  in the eyes of  Norweqians defending al- f iance
membership.  But there is a general  consensus that the wor ld has
shrunk and that Norway has jo ined the wor ld,  even as an actor in
her own r ight ,  The quesl ion is what role Lo play.

Peace research was faunched in the center of  that  uncertainty,  and
' 'L^+ nioht th ink of  the outcomes of  the st .udres there wasw'IdLcvcL ul tc r  _

aqreement that  i t  was rel-evant to the three problems ment ioned.
There was from the begi  nni  ng an ef for t  to discuss secur i ty
doctr ines,  a f ie ld of  unending cur josi ty to Norwegiar:s.  But,  and
Lhis is a major point :  -Lt  is  certainly noL so at t ract ive to the
Swiss,  or  the Swedes for that  matter,  the debate to some extent
being closed by the opt ion chosen. I t  js  not  only the obvicus
nnin{-  +- l - \ -+ 1- '^rrr i  l r r  armad norrJ-r : l  i i r r  h:q f raan f  acf  ar l  

- - - l  
nrn\za^ :1_

lJUII- tL LI IdL l lgOVray qI I t lEu r lEuLlqf fuJ i ruJ UEEII  LUDLEU ol lU ylVVEVT aL

least  to the sat isfact ion of  the bel ievers,  to be val id so that no
further debate is needed. Beyond this there is another factor:  to
=Frrdr r t -  r r l - i f rz 

^r  
dncf  r ino in rrcneral  iq j_n af l tpql  inn ;1-  rnr i  m=(z:LLl t ly  t lcuLl-dr l  Ly (-) I  t tuuLt r t tL rrr  yurruLur !J Lv 9uEJLrvl l  rL ar lu rrrcy

therefore be seen as undermining the credibi l i ty  of  the
notr f ra l i fv-  This nninf  -  n '^^rr^^^ r^ ^1\ / -  hnlr lq e\ren more for.  - l l f ,D yval lut  I ICCLIIC>J LU >Olt  r ru lUJ UVt

countr ies where there is consensus about al l iance membership and a
doctr jne of  (strong) deterrence with highly of fensive weapons such
as fhe fwo srnernr lwFrs- where nA^cF research iS also rather weak.i  yvYreru/
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However,  peace research in Norway had to deal  not  only wi th the
problem of major concern,  how to avoid 9 Apr i l  1940 -  but  a lso
with the problem of what to do af terwards should the occupat ion
nevertheless take pLace. Not thaL ideas about nonmil iLary defense
lnnn_r_nr^,neraJ_ i  

^n 
_ r_i  rz i  I  6 l  j  cnl_rart i  anna 

-^nViOlenCe in oener: .1 )  ; t  re\ r rvrr  uLrvlr ,  ,  ) tvLt  vrvrutruu l l r  \ jLt lg!qr, /  q lu

held by more than a minor i ty,  to a large extent c lustered around
the manV ConS^ianf inrrc nl- ' igglg;S in NOrwav- Brr f  Ihe inLereSL inulfu

there,  and i t  has f  or  a i  ong t i  me been a completely -Legi t imate
f ietd of  research, some of i t  inspired by gandhian studies.

Moro imnorf  ant  har.ra.ra '  r . r rs the oneni  no to wor ld gClgi  eJ_ rz Tn .nFLurrut  r rvvYuvv!t  uv vYvrf ,v Jvurguy. r l l  vrrv

sense, being a nat ion wi th many missionar ies and many sai lors,  the
opening had always been there:  Chr ist ian as we-Ll  as wor ld logic
dictated that "we are al I  one. f '  But there was a di f ference:
insLead of  wi thdrawing to our per iphery l -ocaL-Lon and neutral i ty,
Ncrway shou. l -d now also bui ld her secur l ty on a balance between
i ' lorc l  i r - -  WesJ-ern F-rrrnrroan :nd worfd belOnoinoness The fear of  ther tv!v{vt  rYeuuer rr t

Soviet  Union el iminated "Europe as a whole" and the resul t  was a
complex combinat ion of  Nordic,  Western (NATO/OECD/EC) and worLd
(UW1 or ientat ions,  wi th shi f t ing emphases and occasional  openings
towards the East rn Europe (eg dur ing the conservat ive,
"h1^1rrrr lcnis" 1^1OVernlr lenl  f fOm 1965) -  Ao: in-  ncl  r :omnlet-g COnSenSUS!2vJl . f ' 'v

but t remendous interest ,  cur iosi ty in a young country run from
Stockholm in the per iod 1814-1905; before that  for  four hundrei
years f rom Copenhagen--)  .

Then, the role of  social  science. Just  as Norway did not have very
sf-ronn fnreirrn af fa i rS theOrrz- fhere wAs no verv sfronrr  then-rz rnr

social  af fa i rs ei ther,  f lo very heavy crust ,  sedimented Lhrcugh
centur ies,  cemented by a mixture of  theology and jur isprudence and
pcpular,  "nat ive" theory.  There was al l  of  th is but at  the same
t ime a recept ive at t i tude to empir ical  social  science, even a
nrr l ' r l  jc  i_ hr i  I  I  :1_ n:r l - i r - inei-  inrr  in f  ho \ / . r \ ' :^^c ^F c^^:- l  r i i  qcnrrorrrpuUrIU LILI IML lJqrLl  u luou! l tV I I I  uLls vvyOYEJ Ul 

-UUIO! 
uIJUvvu!J t

Today I  would even tal  k of  an overacceptance of  socr-al  science, a
tendency to t reat  short  term empir ical  f indings as r f  they were
natural  laws. Basical ly,  however,  the point  was that there was not
1,oo much of  a protect ive nat ional  myth.  And the social  scient ists
were relat ively competent,  l ike in the other Nordic countr ies:  a
s+,eady f low of  Fulbr ight  scholars to and from the United SLates,
the soclal  science Mecca of  the 1950s and the 1960s, played an
important role.

But the ro-Le of  phr losophy was equal ly s igni f icant.  The narrowness
of an\/  s inole social  science cl  isr- in l ine u ' -^ -r^^ ^^^r^rFd- PerhansvI at tJ JrrryIU DVUf GJ JVf sIM u!JUIyMIv WqJ GrDU UgylULUu. !  L! l IqyJ

; rever formulaL.ed as such, bul  ef  for ts to "put i t  a l1 Logether
. ina i  n -  

t t  f  rom nsvr-ho ]oov rr- i  a qnr-  io l  onrz /na1 i  rn l  nrrrr loconomics tor  ! !v1rr  f  luvlrLvivYy/u

inLernat ional-  re laLions, Lf  possible al-so making use of  the
classical  social  science organized around t ime (history) and space
(geography) would meet wi th relat ively l i t t le reslst .ance. A1l  of
fhose eFfnrfs-  nnt  onlrr  neace Studies but,also c lerrolonment StudieSvt!vr  LUt

and fulure studies got some kind of  publ ic,  inst i tut ional  support .
The nrof  estal  ions f rom Sinorr lar  qor- ia l  sr : ience cl  isr- in l ines- ]_ haf

t  LrrqL
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peace research is a branch of  pol i t ical  science and that
development studies and future studies ( for  the Third and Fourth
Worlds,  respect ively)  were essent ia l ly  the exclusive domain of
econcrmists passed refat ively unnot iced. The same happened in
Western Germany, a country even more uncertain of  i tsel f .

Seen in retrospect:  there were faci l i tat ing factors.  Or,  bet ter
expressed: the resistance was there,  pol  i t ica I  conservat ism on top
and intel lectual  conservat ism underneath,  but  i t  was not that
etrAn^ Tho ofrafeOv r :hOSen . l - r r l i  nn f^ ShOw hrz mFians Of COnCfetgvrrvuvrr t  vJ r l iuqrrJ

and hopeful ly competent research what peace research could be
l ike,  paid of f .  Instead of  endless cr i t iques of  Lhe classlcal
approaches based on one discipl ine and on the perspecl ive of  the
el i tes of  one country,  that  of  the author -  even masquerading as
"ob;ect iv i ty"  the construct ive approach of  the concrete
al- t ,ernat ive a f low of  research projects wi th a somewhat
di f ferent perspect ive.  And instead of  endless discussions of
whether peace research is possible s imply adopt a " learninq by
r in inarr :nnrn:nl-  Oei  SfarteCl-  l is fen 1.1-. ;  ^- i+ i^ i^* '^-rr i r - . in,a1_o inuvr l rv qvyrvaulr t  

vLu ouq! L9u, r iJLvrr  uv ULILI(- l ) l i t ,  lJd,  ,

a maximum of dialogues. For mysel f  I  can say that the cr i t ique I
took most to my ear was the need Lc-r  have longer t ime perspect lves.
The oldest social  science, hisLory,  had Lo play a malor roIe,  but
not necessar i ly  in the way the cr i t ics,  of ten marxists,  wanted.

i ' low, let  us turn to Switzer land. The conclusion er,eroe*s
immar. l  i : ta l 'z  ' l  ike a r ine f fUi t :  theSe fOUf faCi l l taf  rn.r  faerr-r i+r.urruvruuvrJ !vu!  rqvr lauoul t tY rululro

were and are not present.  Let  me try to be more speci f ic .

t1 l  There was and is no i -deological  confusion in connect ion rv i th
problems of  secur i ty.  The theory and pract ice of  a heavi ly armed
neutral i ty had been reinforced by the relat ive success of  that
pol icy ,  for  Switzer I  and, in the Second WorLd War.  There were
scars:  the neutral i ty t i l ted towards the axis countr ies (but then
Switzer land was in the jaw formed by I ta1y,  Anschluss-Austr ia and
Germany) even to the point  that  Swiss arms factor ies were bombed.
But the key dictum of genuine conservat ism could prevai l :  "when
s.,^ lmefhino \^rnrkq r i , r  not  J_ rr ;  fn r-h:ncre i t  f r  Marelrz t -  qt ' ' rJ 'z i f  cnrr ' l  . i

- .  
j  

" , ,* . .Y 
!v JLqvy rL uvurs

be seen, by some, dS a chal lenge and hence reduce the credrbi l l ty ,
as argued above.

l2 l  There had been no exper ience of  occupat ion,  no agoniz ing
ccnfrontat ion wi th the bleak real i ty of  the twent ieth century,  the
need to f ind some space between total  capi tu lat ion and loss of
digni ty,  and total  repression and loss of  1 i fe.  The Swiss
assumption remained that th is problem is sol-ved by not being
, rarr- l tn ie6:  6p7p1rr  fn efrrr{rr  What One dOeS aftefWafdS micrht  rer l r r r -et  r l ru le lJ Lyvqr uJ rr t lvrrL luuuvg

the credibi l i tv  of  one r  s own fai th in the nat ional  defense.

t3l  There was no new opening to the wor ld society af ter  the Second
World War.  The League of  Nat ions became the United Nat ions.
Swltzer land remained the same, outside both of  them, sel l ing the
services of  Geneva, dt  considerable prof l t ,  to ei ther.  A
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contented, somewhat sel f - r ighteous country not in search of  a new
'I  r^^! : r"  r^ ^ r-r lnfrrqinr-r  . lnr- l  r -h:nr-r ' i  no wnr ld bUt f i rm in i tS bel iefIUgl lL L Ly al l  cr  uvt l ruJrr ly Grru ulrolrvrrr \ j  wv!

t -hat  the wor ld has to adjust  to Switzer land as j - t  ls ,  rather than
vice versa. This may now be changing, however.  My own guess would
be that the impact Japanese (and other)  watches have had on the
Swiss watch industry,  not  to ment lon the coming r ise of  a malor
Far East capi ta l  market,  wi l l  be more important enforcing
revis ions in the Swiss wor ld images than the Second World War and
the whole historv of  decolonlzat ion combined.

t4l  There was no strong social  science tradi t ion.  In fact ,  one
mig'ht  go further:  Switzer land fosters technic ians rather than
inlel lectuals.  None would quest ion the competence of  Swiss
onai naarq ]^ 'anL^r-  n l r . r -  i  

^ i  -^c 
aj-n

srrvrrruurJt  r . rd l lJrcL>f PI lyJr\-ro.rrJT cLr- .1 in short ,  Swiss
professional ism. But lntel lectual  l i fe is something else.  I ts
essence is not merely to produce answers to already known
ottest ions- as nrnfeqsinnal5 do. ILS eSSenCe js Lo nrr-rdrtr-e nFw
YuuJ Lavrru I  ar

nrraq1. i  nnq A\zAn 1- n rrrreq1_ i  nn I  ho t rnrr t toqJ- i  Onable.  And hefe thefe af  eYULrL!vrrr ,  vver l  YuuJ

var ious layers,  even l -evels.  At  1eve1 0 is the non- intel lectual ,
of ten very learned i  n appearance I  a walk ing deposi tory of
convent ional  wisdom, never taking any r isk.  At  level  1 the
convenLional  wisdom of others is quest ioned, but wi th protect ive

+ 
-  

l -^-r r redsures LdKen, even secur i ty nets.  One such proLect ive measure is
only to permit  those quest ions that have already been forn".ulated
e.J-sewhere, usual ly in the metropoles of  inteLi-ectual  inqul : :y:
Par is f  or  French-speaking Swit  zer land, Germany f  or  the Ge::rnan-
speaking part ,  and then the Anglo-Saxon world for  both of  them ( in
Tfal ian-sneakinn Swifzer lancl  i t  is  more di f f jcul t  to r l  i . r -ovcr an\/
type of  intel lectual  l i fe) .  Another is to make a c losed circ ie of
nannl o fnrmri l  - r  i  ^^ +1.-^ ^^,y. la rrrroq1_ . . i  r ]nq :nd qh:r i  nrr  m:n\ /  ar  rho
} /suyrE !urrLruad.LrI l9 Ll lU Jdl t ts YusJurul lD urfu Jf fur f f fu rrrolr j  - r ru

alrswers -  nrof  r r r - tod l - r rz non-r i  i  :  l  nnt te -  
^nd 

Of ten al-so hrr  '  : r - lz  nfurrrYvurrr  yrvLLUuvv vf  vrqJvYqvt

knowledge of  the object  of  their  cr i t ic ism.

AF larral  ? 1-hen_ fhis is dOne WjthOUt secl l r i fv  net-^ ^F*^^ -+nr- I t :V\ jL 
- ,  

urrurr ,  urrrJ f ,J LlLr l Ic w I  LTTUUL Juvurru)/  r ruLJT (J l  LUtI  dL

consi-derable r isk,  of t .en by loners,  the f i rst  to see certain
problems -Ln convent ional  wisdom (alLhough they may also have been
seen elsewhere in the wor ld,  and at  other t imes) .  The punishment
may be banishment,  in the Swiss case taking the form of sel f -exi le
by the many famous Swiss scholars (Le Corbusier,  Piaget )  ,
preferr ing forei  gn soi l  and aLmosphere to a I  i  fe at  I  evel  0,
n.ssihlr , ,  T at  home. And then there is level  3:  onesf ionincrLf

cnesel f .

To thls I  would now add one factor that  seems to me very important
in understanding the profound lack of  or ig lnal i ty in Swiss social
qn' i  onaa ur i  f  l,  . . ' .  - . r  some very f  ew except ions.  Switzer land j -s nol
onr l  i j_ : r ' i :n in f  ormq nf  nr^rr^ro- :nr i  nr i rz i  lono: :nr ]  n l r |  f :mi I  iae nl : r . tUVqrauq! lq1l  I l l  LE! lLtJ v!  yvwgl OltU y! !vargVgr O1lU UJU Iql t t ! f IeJ y!aI

a role in mi l i tary and academic establ ishments,  for  instance by
. :omhinino p66-^- i^  n^ ' l i f j^al  miI i farrr  and aCademiC StatUS. BUtvvl t tUII I f I IV UUV|lv l l l IU,  ,  r l l l l ruu!J

the r-orrnfrrr  i^  . - -^F^"^^1. '  
-cra- l  i far ian in another wa\/ :  no Swiss isurrs uvurrLry rD l , rUrUUl lUry EYOf f  Uqr rol l  f  l t  q l ivur lu!  woJ.

rA^nffni  zad aq :  nrnnhol  :  r r l l r r ' r  f ] r r r r tq h:rze f  o l - ra imnnrtod for a
Yu, u

<l- ,nr i  nar i  ar . l  Or reSide OUtSide the CCrUntrv-  So_ the oueSt iOn: whOu yvr rvu,  vv I  Y



b

are Vou, to chal lenge the nat ional  doctr ine,  who are you to
bel ieve that you know something the rest  of  us do not know, takes
on more signi f icance than in many other countr ies.

And there is,  indeed, Swiss nat ional  ideoJogy, or myLh i f  one
wants.  The punishment for  chal lenging i t  is  seen very c lear ly in
the extremely harsh treatmenb qiven to conscient ious objectors in
Quri  J_ zor l :nr l  m:J_ nhod nnl  r r  hrr ;  F-:qJ_ crn F-. t r rnr-ro:n nnrrnf  r i  oq i  n E-rrrnno

av! !qr  rst

The comparison is not random; Eastern European countr ies in
general- ,  and the Soviet  Union rn part icular,  are also weak on
peace research. And the reasons seem to be the same as a th i rd
ieakness these countr ies share wi th Switzer land: a weak peace
movement.  The reason is th is:  a nat ional  ideology stands in the
wdv, state marxism in the Eastern European case and confederate
armed neutral i ty in the Swiss case -  combined wlth a strong fear
aL the center of  losing the monopoly on foreign/mi l i tary af fa i rs.
In the case of  the countr ies of  bureaucrat ic sociaf ism, the
mnnnnal, ,  nn foreion/mi l i tarv af fa i rs is abOUt the Onlrr  r lne lef fr r rvrrvyurJ v i r  !v!gIYrr /  l r r ! r rLq!J qr!qr!r  qvvuL urru vrr !J vrru !sr  L

after the erosion of  the state monopoly on means of  product ion,
and the dwindl ing fa i th in of f ic ia l  doctr ine.  And for a
confederaLion, the legi t imacy of  the center rests,  above al l ,  cn
this monopoly.  fn addi t ion,  of  course, Eastern Europe would afso
rank low on intel lectuals in th is f ie ld:  in the Eastern Eurcpean
case because of  too l i t t le democracy, in the Swiss case -  r11 a
sense -  because of  too much. When the views of  everybociy in
research count equal ly the resul t  is  amateur ishness, to the ief t
as wel l  as to the r ioht .

Gi izen this fvno of  analvsir  i ts  - i * r - '+ r^, lk as i f  there wi l l -  ne/eru! vulr  ur l rJ u]_vc v!  o l lqrJJrJ !L r tLrvrrL rv\

be any peace research in Switzer land: the case looks over-
determined. But that  is  not the conclusi-on, 'whal  I  t ry to show j-s

only why the road is so tor tuous. The f i rst  two factors of  the
four hold for  the whole country,  but  the other two less so for the
canton (and republ ic)  of  Geneva. Of course there is more of  an
nnan i  nn t -  a r^,nr ' l  6]  qor- i  ef  rz.  The twO inSt i tUteS in the Uni r rcrs i  t rz ofvir f  v u!  J!  L 

I

Geneva system deal ing wi th th i -s opening, the IUHEI for
internat ional  re lat lons in general  and the IUED for development
o+"Ainc 1. . - ia6 in lnf  e nf  nrr tq idore narf  i r - r r i : r l  rz qtrrdonf q

-LLf\ - l lg>,  

lJr f r ig l l l  lvLJ I  yu I  u ivuJuLLY J-JULrrLO,

probabl-y wi th better contacts wi th the Swiss than the isolated,
hrreie t lN resea16h establ ishment in Geneva. Exacl- l r r  whaf imn:r- f  fh is
' , "Y*

has on HEI r ight  wing convent ional ism and a certain IUED lef t  wing
convent ional ism is not so obvious. More important,  perhaps, is the
fact  that  at  the Inst i tute of  Development Studies a
transdiscipl inary focus had already been establ  ished, bui l t  around
"development" rather than "peace."  And, of  course, Switzer land
al  so produces a considerable number of  h ighly t ransnat ional
indiv iduals,  a l ready tralned in t ransnat ional ism inside that
nrrr f  

- . i  
l . l  

^^, . - lyuuL L rr  ' ryuq! country -  extending thei  r  exper j -ence through
worldwlde travel  and work.

Adrian Preiswerk was one of  the these. He brought to the task so
much of  what was needed -  i f  i t  d id not yet  succeed i - t  was
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certainly not because he contr ibuted too 1i t t1e but because the
other factors,  the non-faci l i tat ing ones, were st i l l  too strong.
Himself  an of  f  j -cer j -n the Swiss army, he knew the system, i ts
strengths and weaknesses. Bei ,ng a wor ld c i l i  zen coming into
development studies f rom the outside ( law),  the two factors of
t ransnat ional ism and Lrans-discipl inar i ty were already present at
what in Switzer land is an almost inconceivable fevel
part icular ly outside Geneva. But even in spi te of  th is the two
basic problems remained: the resistance of  the Swiss center (Bern)
+^ ^"^1^ I  nrrrr i  r r r  nnf  qf  eprer^ l  l - r i r  f  hem and the reSistance Of theLU O.l I_V JLI\- l l  r r19Urry l luL JLCs!EU py Ltrs l t t f

Qur iqq nor inherrr  i /na:no mnrrampnj_ f  ar  inq]_ :nna) l -  n 1n'  qrrnh inrrrr i  r r rJwIJo Ps!f I / r rsry \PEOUC ILlvVsrrLLrrL,  Lvr rr IJLql lUs/ Lv at ty JuUl l  r l lYulrJ

that  could chal lenge their  doctr ines.  Both would welcome an
inst i tute never quest ioning thejr  own dogmas, both would quest ion
an inst i tute 1f  i t  has as much as contact  wi th the other s ide,
leaving alone hav- ing contracts w"i th the other s ide.  Between
inst i tut ional ized conformity,  the al ternat lve of fered by Lhe
estahl ishmenf -  and' inst iLut ional ized amafet l r ishness/no^"1 iqm fho

r r r r r r lvrrL,  r /  uv|Ju

^^I"  ^"+ i I  seems. is suf f ic ient  t ime and mone\/  ancl  crooclurt l -y wdy \JL, tL,  I  . .J Ju! ! fu ls l lL LarLrE orru 1[u119rv o] ]u vvvu

nonnlo fn nrodrrce suff ic ienf Iv inferesf  ino research. The
condi t ions for  that  are not vet  there.

But one duy, t ime wi l l  be r ipe.  fn my mind the key wouLd be to
st-art  wi th Switzer land's success, i ts secur i ty pol icy,  and try --o
understand the condi t ions for  that  successi  not  only wi t -h
Switzer land's fa i lures -  i ts  lack of  t rue part ic ipat ion in the
world community and the exploi tat ion,  in var ious ways, of  Th:rd
World countr ies.  So, maybe the tortuous phase could relatrvely
soon come to an end.


